BETHANY APOSTOLIC INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY
MYANMAR .
oW O ©

0000000

DDDDDDD
O O 070. 0.0

~ BIBLICAL TRAITS
‘OF OUR SAVIOR
JESUS CHBIST S BIRTH

2o?ﬁ=ﬁEc—E$4gER_2 0

THE

INTERNATIONAL EDITOR
THEOLOGICAL CALEB O. T. NECHIFOR
SYMPOSIUM EDITURA RISOPRINT




© I RISORRINT)

Toate drepturile rezervate autorilor & Editurii Risoprint

Editura RISOPRINT este recunoscuta de C.N.C.S.
(Consiliul National al Cercetarii Stiintifice).
WWW.risoprint.ro www.cncs-uefiscdi.ro

PRI

Opiniile exprimate 1n aceasta carte apartin autorilor si nu reprezintd punctul de vedere
al Editurii Risoprint. Autorii 1si asuma Intreaga responsabilitate pentru forma si
continutul cartii §i se obliga sa respecte toate legile privind drepturile de autor.

Toate drepturile rezervate. Tipdrit iIn Romania. Nicio parte din aceasta lucrare
nu poate fi reprodusa sub nicio forma, prin niciun mijloc mecanic sau
electronic, sau stocata intr-o baza de date fara acordul
prealabil, in scris, al autorilor.

All rights reserved. Printed in Romania. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored
in a data base or retrieval system, without the
prior written permission of the author.

ISBN 978-973-53-2972-3
BIBLICAL TRAITS OF OUR SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST’S BIRTH
THE INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL SYMPOSIUM
EDITOR
CALEB O. T. NECHIFOR

Director editura;: GHEORGHE POP




CONTENT

CUVANT INAINTE [ENGL. + RO]
Editor, pastor dr. Caleb NECHTIFOIR ....c..cicicimimimiiniiniassirsssnsassssssssissssssnsesassasnessssansssssssnsos 4-6

I - ENGLISH

The response of Joseph and Mary with the relation to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ
by pastar e N O T O - v e e e R LR s 7-8

Biblical particularities related to the birth of the Savior Jesus Christ
by pastor Brof. 16N ISTRATE .o s i s s i o

The incarnation of the Son of God fulfilling the Bible covenants
by pastor: prof. dr Gaby TESAK | aaimisisiiivi i srmabeeionisisiiinsaie i s vavaavavaveissses -13

The virgin birth of Jesus Christ: promise and fulfillment
by pastor prof. dr. Caleb Otniel Traian NECHIFOR ...........coovvcivivaiierecsirsensnssessessessserassranees § 4 = 21

The divinity of Jesus
by presb. prof. dr. Gabriel FLORUT _......oovieeeieeeciecccsecse e ssra s snsssnssn e sns s eess s en s snn s

2
2
i
a
wrd

Joseph's righteousness in Mt 1,18-25
Hy:coals unive e bl ERARSI EESTRT s e e e R e s 24 - 30

I1 - BRUMESE

L T A LTI UTTT TR pp—— 31-34
Pastor Jethro NGO KHO et e et r e s s s e st emt e e e anmnes 35-37
Pastor prof: Ioan ISTRATE .iiiiniimuinmmmaitinarmidaiia i nes i 38 -39

Pastorprof:.de GABLTZSAK. ...oooinmssimmmismisisisissssiss sisvismmssommsiassmsi s isisiss G = 44

Pastor prof. dr. Caleb Owmiel Tratan NECHIFOR L 44 - 51

Presb;prof:de; Gabriel FLORU T s il s s 52-54

Cont nnav. dr Babil VeRE L LEBTAY .ot o i e e 55-59
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BETHANY APOSTOLIC INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY, MYANMAR

Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar is a higher education institution, accredited
by CHIN CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, being recognized by the MINISTRY OF RELATIONS IN
MYANMAE, belonging to the Romanian Pentecostal Churches in Australia.

This institute aims to train Church servants to expand the Kingdom of God, based on the teaching of
the Holy Scriptures and in collaboration with the Romanian Pentecostal Churches in Australia.
Romanians who emigrated to Australia, the US and Europe, now arriving in South Asia — departing
from a small country on the map of the great powers, a country in South East Europe, with a troubled
history, with hard years of communism, with saints who died for their faith in communist prisons —
faithful Romanians - scattered among many nations, with a high purpose of God, to preach the Gospel
and the Christian living to other peoples, to build churches and to form disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

After the opening of the first Pentecostal church in Yangon region, in May 2019 — the project of
setting up a Christian school appeared, at the request and desire of some brothers in the area.

Thus took place in July 2019, the celebration of the opening of the first Christian school in that area,
with the participation of 45 students — all over 18, who experienced new birth again and the New
Testament baptism, eager to know more about God and biblical Christian living.

God help! God provide victory!

pastor prof. loan ISTRATE
Dircctor at Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar



CUVANT INAINTE

Simpozionul teologic international . Particularitaile biblice ale nasterii Mantuitorului nostru lsus
Hristos™ ¢ primul simpozion international organizat de Institutul Teologic Apostolic “Betania™ din

Yagon, Myanmar. Simpozionul acesta a avut un intreit scop:

¢ dorinia de a reactiva in memoria studentilor de la Institutul Teologic Apostolic “Betania™ din
Yagon, Myanmar importania si urgenta studierii aspectelor biblice privitoare la Nasterca
Domnului [sus Hristos in contextul apropierii acestei sarbaton crestine, avand in vedere ci

simpozionul a avut loc in data de 20 dec. 2021,

e o reuniune la nivel international a mai multor profesori, care direct sau indirect au avut
tangente cu Institutul Teologic Apostolic “Betania™ din Yagon, Myanmar, fapt realizabil prin
intermediul acestul simpozion, chiar dacd din cauza contextului pandemic aceste s-a desfiasurat
in format online prin platforma ZOOM (respectiv prin transmisia live).

e intentia de a aduce un plus de valoare teologica atat pentru studentii de la Institutul Teologic
Apostolic “Betania” din Yagon, cit si pentru toti cel interesati de acest domeniu, mai ales prin
faptul ca temele abordate au avut in vedere si fie un rispuns argumentat biblic impotriva noile
tendinte liberale din teologia contemporana. in acest scop, pe linga celelalte teme narative
abordate, s-au tratat teme precum: The Pre-existence of Jesus Christ (by pastor dr. Leonard
Semenea); Incarnation & Divinity in the Person of Jesus Christ (by presb. dr. Gabriel Florut);

Multumirile noastre se indreaptd inspre Dumnezeu pentru intreg comitetul stiintific al
simpozionului, deoarece fiecare dintre membrii acestuia, prin lucririle dumnealor, au imbogatit in
mod semnificativ cunoasterea teologicd in context international, dar. mai ales, pentru studenti si, de
ce nu, pentru toti vorbitorii de limbi burmezi, (din Myanmar si diaspora acesteia), fapt realizabil si
prin caracterul trilingv (romand-englezi-burmeza) al simpozionului. Desi simpozionul a fost derulat
in majoritatea referatelor sale trilingv (romind-engleza-burmeza), totusi consideram ca fiind suficient
i prezentul volum e redactat in varianta bilingva (engleza-burmeza).

De asemenea, multumim comitetului de organizare al simpozionului, pastorului Istrate loan
(Directoral Institutului Teologic Apostolic “Betania™ din Yagon, Myanmar), pastorului Jethro NGO
KHO (Traducator, Englezi — Burmeza, Institutul Teologic Apostolic “Betania™ din Yagon, Myanmar),

care a fost atat traducitor din engleza in burmeza, cat si invitat sd sustini un referat.

Ne-am fi dorit sd putem scrie ¢ i muliumim si fratelui |Alexandru SZILAGY | (Traducitor,

Engleza - Romand, Institutul Teologic Apostolic “Betania” din Yagon, Myanmar) pentru efortul
extrem de mare pe care |-a depus pentru a traduce in limba engleza invitatii vorbitori de limba romina
si pentru toatd implicare dumnealui semnificativd in procesul de organizare al simpozionului, insa
Dumnezeu a decis ca pe data de 15 aprilie 2022, in Vinerea Mare si-l cheme ACASA, la Domnul!
Multumirile noastre se indreapti totusi, spre familia dumnealui si, mai ales, spre sotia lui, Debbie,
care, de fiecare dati cand Alex trebuia si-si ia timp pentru lucrdrile Institutul Teologic Apostolic
“Betania” din Yagon, Myanmar a fost gata pentru sacrificiu. Suntem siguri ci toatd truda fratelui
nostru Alex Szilagyi i1 va fi rasplatitd in vesnicie si il spunem $i pe aceasta cale | La revedere, frate

drag! Pe curind, pe plaiurile vesniciei!™ 4



Consideriim ci astfel de lucrari imbina armonios latura academica si cea spirituald, provoaci la punti
de legitura din mai multe puncte de vedere, de la spiritual, la cultural, si suntem multumitori lui
Dumnezeu ci a binccuvantat desfisurarea acestui eveniment, dorindu-ne si marcim un inceput
promititor pe accastd laturi.

Editor,
pastor dr. Caleb NECHIFOR

FOREWORD

The International Theological Symposium "Biblical traits of Our Savior Jesus Christ's Birth" 15
the first international symposium organized by the Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology from
Yangon. This symposium had a threefold purpose:

+ the desire to reactivate in the memory of the students of the Bethany Apostolic Institute of The-
ology the importance and urgency of studying the biblical aspects regarding the Nativity of the
Lord Jesus Christ in the context of the approaching of this Christian holiday, given that the sym-
posium took place on Dec. 20, 2021,

* an international meeting of several professors, who directly or indirectly had tangencies with
the Institute of Myanmar, which can be achieved through this symposium, even if due to the pan-
demic context they were held in online format through the ZOOM platform (respectively through
live broadcast).

= the intention to add theological value both to the students of the Bethany Apostolic Institute of
Theology and to all those interested in this field, especially by the fact that the topics addressed
were intended to be a biblically reasoned response against the new liberal tendencies in contem-
porary theology. To this end, in addition to the other narrative themes addressed, topics such as:
The Pre-existence of Jesus Christ (by pastor Dr. Leonard Semenea) Incarnation & Divinity in the

Person of Jesus Christ (by presb. dr. Gabriel Florut);

Our gratitude we give to God for the entire scientific committee of the symposium, because each
of its members, through their works, have significantly enriched theological knowledge in the intema-
tional context, but especially for the students and, why not, for all Burmese speakers, (from Myanmar
and its diaspora), which can also be achievable by the trilingual (Romanian-English-Burmese) charac-
ter of the symposium. Although the symposium was conducted in most of its trilingual reports (Roma-
nian-English-Burmese). we still consider it sufficient that the present volume is written in a bilingual
version ( English-Burmese).

We also thank the organizing committee of the symposium, Pastor [strate loan (Director at Beth-
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Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Myanmar), Pastor Jethro NGO KHO (Interpreter, English —
Burmese, Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Yangon, Myanmar), who was both a translator
from English to Burmese and invited to deliver a report.

We wish we could have written that we also thank brother[Alexandru SZILAGY]1 (Interpreter,
English -Romanian, Bethany Apostolic Institute of Theology, Yangon, Myanmar) for the extremely

great effort he made to translate into English the guests speaking Romanian language and for all his
significant involvement in the process of organizing the symposium, but God decided that on April
15, 2022, on Good Friday to call him HOME to the Lord! Our thanks go, however, to his family and,
above all, to his wife, Debbie, who, every time Alex had to take time for the work of the Myanmar
Theological Institute, was ready for sacrifice. We are sure that all the toil of our brother Alex Szilagyi
will be rewarded in eternity, and we say to him in this way as well, "Goodbye. dear brother! Soon, on
the lands of eternity!”

We believe that such works harmoniously combine the academic and spiritual sides, challenge
bridges from many points of view, from spiritual to cultural, and we are thankful to God for blessing
the unfolding of this event, wanting to mark a promising beginning on this side.

Editor,
pastor dr. Caleb NECHIFOR



